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S e a t t l e  

DecemSer 1, 1917 

The Commissioner of F isher i ss ,  
Washington, D. C .  

The Beluga FhaJ.inT Company, opera t ing  a t  Cook 
Inlet, Alaeka, advise t h a t  they did  not engage t o  any ex- 
t en t  in t h e  ca tch ing  of beluga the past season.  
few were taken, but  owing t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  company 
were making a n m 3 e r  of  improvements t o  the ir  plant ,  sue- 
ces?ful o p e m t l m a  could not be carried OR u n t i l  a f t e r  
t h e  season closed.  

A very 

They advise  t h a t  t hey  have an of fer of seventy- 
f i v e  cents  p e r  pound f o r  beluga skins ( sa l t ed )  froa a 
f i m  in Scotland.  
market worth while  i n  the  United States. This f i r m  ha8 
bee3 given the n m e s  of t anne r s  i n t e re s t ed  i n  t h e  tanning 
of shark and fish skins, and have a l s o  been requssted t o  
t a k e  up t h e  matter personally w i t h  t h e  Washington office. 
One of the o f f i c e r s  o f  t l s  company in tends  t o  make CI t r i p  
t o  Fsshington, D. C., t h i s  w i n t e r .  

They have not been a b l a  t o  obterin a 

They s t a t e  t h a t  two ys-irs ago sam?lss of  t h e i r  
sk ina  weta given t o  a l a r p  t a n n i n s  c o x e m  i n  Miirraukee, 
~Sisconeirr, but that the experiments which this f i r m  under- 
took were no5 success fu l .  

Aseisk'ant Agent. 


